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the Kremlin attempted to poison a
Putin opponent using a nerve agent.
Russia has launched massive cyber at-
tacks against private companies and
government agencies here in the
United States, the latest being the
SolarWinds hack. And last year, it at-
tempted to steal coronavirus vaccine
data from the United States and some
of our closest allies.

In short, Russia does not play by the
rules, and New START does little to
prevent further cheating. By granting
Putin’s request for a clean 5-year ex-
tension of New START, the Biden ad-
ministration will not only be reward-
ing Russia for its hostile actions
against the United States and our al-
lies but also enabling Russia and other
nuclear states to continue growing
their stockpiles while the TUnited
States plays by outdated rules: no cap
on nuclear warheads, no enhanced veri-
fication measures—in short, no need
for assurances for Russia to follow the
rules laid out in New START.

The expected treaty extension by the
Biden administration wouldn’t address
any of those blinking red lights. The
biggest failure of a clean, 5-year exten-
sion, though, is relinquishing the lever-
age we currently have to take a more
comprehensive approach to nuclear dis-
armament.

As I said, the United States and Rus-
sia are the most powerful nuclear
states in the world, but together we ac-
count for only two of the five nuclear
armed states recognized by the non-
proliferation treaty. Two of the other
countries, the United Kingdom and
France—both of whom provide regular
information about the size and makeup
of their nuclear arsenal—are not a
problem.

The fifth and final power is China,
one of the world’s biggest secret keep-
ers. It is a police state and opaque, as
we learned once again when it came to
the virus from Wuhan Province.

As if we needed a reminder of the
critical information China withheld
from the rest of the world, all we need
to do is look at the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The first cases of COVID-19 ap-
peared in China as early as November
of 2019, and the Communist Party of
China willfully withheld the informa-
tion from the rest of the world, and it
sought to downplay the potential im-
pact of the virus. China repeatedly si-
lenced the brave men and women of its
own country who tried to sound the
alarm, and, as a result, countries
around the world were ill-prepared for
these critical early stages of the fight
against COVID-19. Now, more than 2.1
million people have died from this
virus, including more than 420,000
Americans.

It is impossible to gauge how many
of those lives could have been saved by
earlier intervention, but this should
serve as a cautionary tale when it
comes to managing threats from China.
We cannot allow China to continue sit-
ting on the sidelines while the four
other nuclear states play by the rules
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as we hope they will. The administra-
tion must push to get China to the ne-
gotiating table—at the mnegotiating
table.

The thick cloak of secrecy sur-
rounding the Chinese Communist
Party has made it nearly impossible to
verify information about the breadth
and the depth of China’s nuclear capa-
bilities. What we do know is that China
continues to pursue a nuclear triad,
and experts estimate China to have
about 300 nuclear weapons.

Assuming that figure is correct, it
puts China slightly ahead of France
and the United Kingdom in terms of
raw numbers. That would make China
the third most powerful nuclear state
in the world, and we have every reason
to believe that the size of its arsenal
will continue to grow.

In May of 2019, then-Director for the
Defense Intelligence Agency, GEN Rob-
ert Ashley, said China is likely to at
least double the size of its nuclear
stockpile over the next decade. He re-
ferred to this effort as ‘‘the most rapid
expansion and diversification of its nu-
clear arsenal in China’s history.”

Despite this already large and con-
stantly growing nuclear threat, there
are virtually no measures in place to
hold China accountable or to bring
them to the table. A simple extension
of the New START leaves in place a
framework in which the Russians
cheat, the Chinese are not at the table,
and the United States is playing by the
rules of a bygone era.

This must change. It must change. If
you think about the fact that since
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, nuclear weap-
ons have not been used on this planet,
it is a result of tough negotiations and
a system of mutual deterrence because
we know, were nuclear weapons to be
used, that it could result in the exter-
mination of the planet.

So that is why deterrence is so im-
portant. That is why reciprocity and
transparency are so important. The
Cold War-era approach to nuclear dis-
armament does not make sense in the
modern world. Rather than enter a 5-
year extension of New START, the ad-
ministration should use its leverage to
convene multilateral talks. America
should invite the other nuclear non-
proliferation treaty states—Russia,
China, France, and the UK—to the ne-
gotiating table and encourage multi-
lateral talks aimed at limiting the
growth of nuclear arsenals globally.

There is far too much at stake to
merely cave in to the demands of Presi-
dent Putin in Moscow and cave in as
well to the recalcitrance of Beijing to
come to the table. The administration
must pursue a multilateral, com-
prehensive approach. It is the only
practical and workable solution to the
vast nuclear threats posed by both
China and Russia.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.
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Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER). Without objection, it is
so ordered.

————
48TH ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, this week
is the 48th annual March for Life. It is
an event when thousands of Americans
come together to advocate for the
value and protection of unborn human
life.

They will be coming together this
year differently than they have for al-
most 50 years, but for almost 50 years,
millions of people have marched to
Capitol Hill to try to build a culture
wherein every human life is valued and
every human life is protected. That in-
cludes tireless women and men and
children from my home State of Mis-
souri who come to Washington, both
individually and along with the Mis-
souri Life Caravan, every year. It will
be the first year in a long time I
haven’t spoken to that group in person,
but as they meet virtually, their cause
is still as resonant as it is in person.

I know that Missourians will con-
tinue to advocate for life. They will
continue to remember the unborn and
those whom we have lost from abor-
tion. This year’s theme of the march is
“Together Strong: Life Unites!” It is a
pretty hard theme to argue with no
matter how you feel about this par-
ticular topic. “Unity’’ doesn’t mean be-
lieving the same thing about every-
thing, but it does mean agreeing about
one very important thing in terms of
this event, and that important thing,
of course, is the value and protection of
life.

This belief in life cuts across reli-
gion. It cuts across party lines. It cuts
across geographic boundaries. People
and organizations from all religious
backgrounds—and even those who have
no religious affiliations—are part of
the pro-life movement, and they oppose
abortion in almost all cases. Polling
shows that more than a third of Demo-
crats in America support protections
for life, and there are groups dedicated
to showing that pro-life is not a par-
tisan issue. Frankly, that is a move in
the right direction to where you don’t
feel like you are included in one party
or excluded from one party because of
your view on this issue.

Last year’s Geneva Consensus Dec-
laration brought together more than 30
countries to promote women’s health
and strengthen the family, including
the preservation of human life. We
need to do everything we can to save
the lives of babies and of mothers. Ma-
ternity mortality is a big problem in
our country and around the world. It
has become a focus of the Congress in
recent years and needs to continue to
be. Even though the issue of life so
often is polarized in the U.S. Congress,
I am still encouraged that we see a
powerful commitment, over and over,
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to protect the unborn and how that
breaks through in other areas outside
of the Congress. For the past 4 years,
we have seen an unprecedented advance
in the protections for the unborn in
State legislatures.

In the next few years, we can expect
to see efforts to try to move things in
another direction, to weaken or remove
life protections in, for instance, the
title X family planning program or in
our foreign aid programs. There is a
well-funded effort to abandon even the
longstanding Hyde amendment, which
prevents taxpayer funding of abortion
or abortion coverage in Federal
healthcare programs.

As the chairman of the Labor, Health
and Human Services Appropriations
Committee, I oversaw the yearly re-
newal of the Hyde amendment, which
has been included in that bill for the
past 40 years. Now I won’t be the chair-
man of that committee in this Con-
gress, but I will still be fighting to see
that we maintain this area where there
has been great consensus that went be-
yond political parties.

I will continue to support and advo-
cate for the Hyde amendment and for
permanent Federal protections for the
unborn through Ilegislation like the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act and the No Taxpayer Funding for
Abortion Act, among other things.

Although the pro-life movement can
expect challenges in this Congress,
there are still many signs that one day
we will succeed in creating a culture
where every human life is valued and
protected. For now, however, I want to
thank the men, women, and children
who dedicate their time and talents to
making this happen, who today are
marching virtually as they join to-
gether to talk about this important
cause and remember the theme of this
year, which is ‘“Together Strong: Life
Unites!”

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
ROSEN). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST
REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President,
today the world comes together to re-
member the horrors of the Holocaust.
We honor the 6 million Jews and 5 mil-
lion others—Roma, Afro-Germans, gay
men and women, people with disabil-
ities and more—whom the Nazis bru-
tally murdered. And we stand in awe
and celebration of those brave souls
who managed to survive.

It is difficult to comprehend the ter-
ror that took place in Europe between
1939 and 1945, but we carry on an obli-
gation to those who perished and those
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who survived to prevent further geno-
cide and mass atrocities. It is critical
that we understand what happened to
them so we can prevent it from ever
happening again.

One of the most important things to
understand about the Holocaust is that
while a limited group of particularly
evil monsters orchestrated it, they
could not have succeeded without the
active or tacit support of millions of
average people. Men and women agreed
to turn over their neighbors, patrol the
ghettos, drive the cattle cars, guard
the death camps, and line people up to
shoot them down. Men and women de-
cided to avert their gaze and do noth-
ing to stop the atrocities.

I don’t believe that all those people
were born villains. I think they were
taught by their communities to adopt
a level of anti-Semitism and prejudice
that likely would have been recogniz-
able to many of us today and that the
Nazi propaganda masters exploited
those feelings. That terrifies me be-
cause it means that the Holocaust was
not an anomaly. It means that under
the right conditions, a similar atrocity
could happen again.

The hatred that gave rise to the Hol-
ocaust is still very much alive. The
Anti-Defamation League’s 2014 Global
Index of Anti-Semitism found that
more than 1 billion people—nearly one
in eight—around the world harbor anti-
Semitic attitudes. Over 30 percent of
those surveyed said that it was ‘‘prob-
ably true’” that Jews had too much
control over financial markets, that
Jews think they are better than other
people, that Jews are disloyal to their
country, and that people hate Jews be-
cause of the way that Jews behave.
Such sentiments often translate into
violence, leading 40 percent of Euro-
pean Jews to report in 2018 that they
lived in daily fear of being physically
attacked.

Sadly, these trends bear out closer to
home too. Jews make up fewer than 3
percent of the American population,
but the majority of reported religion-
based hate crimes targeted Jewish peo-
ple or institutions. In 2019, the ADL re-
ported that anti-Semitism in America
had hit a four-decade high. According
to the 2020 survey by the American
Jewish Committee, more than one-
third of American Jews say they have
been verbally or physically assaulted
during the past 5 years simply because
they are Jewish.

I believe that the world looks to the
United States for moral leadership.
When we allow anti-Semitism or rac-
ism or other Kkinds of intolerance to
flourish here, other countries take that
as a license to do the same. Moreover,
we need to recognize the nexus between
and networking among those who traf-
fic in hate and conspiracies in the
United States and other like-minded
individuals and groups around the
globe. Combating the most dangerous
forms of this bigotry will require un-
derstanding the ways in which such
groups are reinforcing and learning
from each other.
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Unfortunately, the last 4 years—be-
ginning with White nationalists chant-
ing ““‘Jews will not replace us’ in Char-
lottesville and ending with an insurrec-
tionist wearing a ‘‘Camp Auschwitz”
sweatshirt while storming the Cap-
itol—are a dark stain on this country’s
record. By allowing such vicious hatred
to take root and to grow, we fail our-
selves, and we fail the rest of the
world.

Now we have the opportunity to re-
deem ourselves—to become leaders
once more in the fight to eliminate
anti-Semitism and all forms of hatred
around the globe. It will not be easy,
but it is something we have to do, and
it starts with education.

In the ADL’s 2014 global survey, 35
percent of the respondents had never
heard of the Holocaust, and 28 percent
of those who did know of it believed
that the number of Jews who died in
the Holocaust had been greatly exag-
gerated. Meanwhile, the AJC’s 2020
Survey of the General Public found
that nearly one-quarter of Americans
know nothing or not much about the
Holocaust, and nearly one-half are not
even sure what the term ‘‘anti-Semi-
tism’’ means.

How can we hope to learn as a soci-
ety from the horrors of the Holocaust
if so many people do not know or do
not believe that it happened? How can
we root out anti-Semitism if almost
half of us don’t understand what it is?

We must educate the next generation
on the horrors of the Holocaust and the
dangers of intolerance. I am proud to
have led efforts to provide the full
funding of a bill, which our Presiding
Officer was very much involved with,
the Never Again Education Act, and I
thank our Presiding Officer for her
leadership on this issue. That bill ex-
panded the reach of the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum’s world-renowned
education program. This will allow
educators across the country from K-12
through college to access age-appro-
priate curriculum on the Holocaust. It
will also bolster the Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum’s continued collection and
use of survivor testimony so that to-
morrow’s leaders will see and hear for
themselves why we must never again
allow hatred to thrive.

At the same time, we must fight
against Holocaust denial in any form
in any part of the world. As the Organi-
zation for Security and Co-operation in
Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly’s
Special Representative on Anti-Semi-
tism, Racism and Intolerance, I am
committed to countering attempts to
erase or revise the events of the Holo-
caust, such as Poland’s efforts to pun-
ish those who speak the truth about
the 3 million Jews killed there. I am
deeply disturbed, for instance, by the
news of a slander lawsuit against two
Polish scholars for their writings on
Jews forced into hiding during the Nazi
occupation. I am also appalled that
Hungary’s Viktor Orban has erected a
monument that tries to whitewash
Hungary’s wartime role in the murder



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-05-20T21:22:54-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




